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great difference between the licentiousness of a single woman, and that of a married woman.' JOHNSON. 'Yes,Sir; there is a great difference between stealing a shilling, and stealing a thousand pounds; between simply taking a man's purse, and murdering him first, and then taking it. But when one begins to be vicious, it is easy to go on. Where single women arc licentious, you rarely find faithful married women.' BOSWELL. ' And yet we arc told that in some nations in India, the distinction is strictly observed.' JOHNSON. 'Nay, don't give us India. That puts me in mind of Montesquieu, who is really a fellow of genius too in many respects; whenever he wants to support a strange opinion, he quotes you the practice of Japan or of some other distant country of which he knows nothing. To support polygamy, he tells you of the island of Formosa, where there arc ten women born for one man1. He had but to suppose another island, where there are ten men born for one woman, and so make a marriage between them5.'
At supper, Lady M'Lcod mentioned Dr. Cadogan's book-on the gout3. JOHNSON. ' It is a good book in general, but a foolish one in particulars. It is good in general, as recommending temperance and exercise, and cheerfulness. In that respect it is only Dr. Chcync's book told in a new way;
1 Johnson refers, I think, to a passage in L'Esprit dcs Lois, Book xvi. chap. 4, where Montesquieu says :—' J'avoue quc si ce que les relations nous disent utait vrai, qu'il Bantam il y a dix fcmmes pounin horame, cc serait un cas bicn partic'ulier dc la polygamic. Dans tout ceci je nc justifie pas les usages, inais j'cn rends les raisons.'
" What my friend treated as so wild a supposition, has actually happened in the Western islands of Scotland, if we may believe Martin, who tells it of the islands of Col and Tyr-yi, and says that it is proved by the parish registers, BOSWELL. ' The Isle of Coll produces more boys than girls, and the Isle of Tirc-iy more girls than boys; as if nature intended both these isles for mutual alliances, without being at the trouble of going to the adjacent isles or continent to be matched. The parish-book in which the number of the baptised is to be seen, confirms this observation, Martin's Western Islands, p. 271.
' A Dissertation on the Gout, by W. Cadogan, M.D., 1771. It went through nine editions in its first year.
ando proves, and no man can prove this point but the teacher who testifies by miracles that his doctrine comes from GOD.'—Book V. chap. 9.
